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Field Crops Newsletter:

May 9, 2000

In General:
Much of the area needs a rain as I am writing. Some of you got an inch or more last
week, but most of the area missed it. Some fields are still rough from being worked a little wet
and really need a rain to settle the soil. As I am writing this Tuesday evening there is rain on the
radar crossing the Mississippi River. Hopefully we will get some by the time this letter gets
mailed.
I’m going to keep this letter short because I know you don’t have time to do a lot of extra
reading. The other reason is that as this furious time comes every year your plans are already
made, and most of the ideas I might throw at you are too little and too late.
Cotton:
Before I get into the subject, I want to mention Dr. Will McCarty’s daughter Margaret.
As most of you probably know, Margaret was seriously injured when a car hit her as she was
getting into her car in Starkville over three weeks ago. She lost a leg just below the knee and has
been in the hospital since. Will has been there most of the time. Margaret is doing well, with a
few problems as can be expected. I’m not going into a lot of detail because there is a lot I don’t
know well enough to talk about it, but I ask you to keep Will’s family and especially Margaret in
your thoughts and prayers. They have been through a lot lately.
As I mentioned above, most of you folks could stand a rain right now; for maintenance of
our still limited soil moisture, and for a break. Maybe you will get it soon. Planting is going
well everywhere I have been. Soil moisture has been about right in most places, but a few fields
were worked a little wet and need to settle some before planting.
Some of the earlier planted fields are up to good stands already. Please do not neglect the
task of closely checking these fields for thrips and cutworms. There are strong reports about
pending problems with both of these pests. Your entomologist, no matter how good and
trustworthy he may be, cannot check your fields every day. Cutworms can hurt your stands in a
day or two between his visits.
Ideal conditions for thrips are dry with moderate temps; cutworms like damp, overcast,
and cool best but can develop even when conditions are ideal for growing plants. Check
especially well around shady tree lines and field borders for cutworms, and if you see a plant cut
here and there look very closely for the small worms which can go to work quickly the very next
night. You have to be aggressive with cutworms; if you put off checking and spraying-whenneeded, you may be replanting. There is a lot of no-till this year; one of the problems with NT is
that of cutworms, so look close for problems. You may even see snails and leaf beetles feeding
on young plants.
There is a lot of RR cotton this year; be ready to do your Roundup applications on time.
That treatment window will be here before you know it in many fields. With the warm weather
we are having, cotton plants will generate a new node ever 3 to 4 days. Check fields closely, and

add other materials like Staple if you have weeds that are not effectively controlled by Roundup.
With this letter I am sending a copy of the herbicide effectiveness ratings for cotton herbicides
from the 2000 Extension Weed Control Guide. If you have significant levels of morninglory,
cocklebur, sesbania, and sicklepod, better give this some thought.
Corn:

Corn has had a tough start for many of you, but it is starting to look better this week.
Some fields and areas of fields have required replanting. I don’t have to tell you these areas may
be subject to problems later.
Dr. Don Parker, who has taken over the statewide responsibility for corn entomology for
the entire state, contacted me last week about significant levels of stinkbugs that have been found
damaging corn in the southern part of the state. They sting the lower part of the plant, causing
damage to tissue, and in some cases plants are killed. Please be aware of this possibility, and let
us know if you see stinkbugs in your corn.
I have a few traps out to catch Southwestern Corn Borer moths. I have picked up some
fairly high numbers in one location near Durant already. These may be a problem for the later
planted fields. Where you have corn following corn, this may be something to watch for.
Soybeans:
I may be overly optimistic, but all the stands I have seen look very good, and fields seem
to be emerging fairly clean. Moisture will likely be the key to soybean yields, even where early
maturing varieties have been planted. Those of you with irrigation may want to be a little more
aggressive than usual with the knowledge that our soil moisture reserve is lower than at this time
in most years. Beans will respond to this to some degree by developing a deeper root system, but
this may not be good enough to carry them. I would caution watering too early however, since
this could discourage the development of deep roots. How to hit a happy medium between these
two factors will be a tough decision. The big factor will be just how fast you can get water to the
crop.
Thrips and cutworms may also be a problem in soybeans. Do some checking, especially
around tree lines and field borders. You know the places where they usually appear first; don’t
assume you are safe.
In Summary:
That’s enough for this time. I’m a little late this month; sorry. I’ve been busy, but I can’t
brag about how much I’ve accomplished lately. We will have some interesting plot work going
on in the area this year; I’ll keep you posted.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D.
Area Agent/Agriculture

